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much of their material in German books; but in the
matter of numismatics Head turned the tables. He won
the rare distinction of being a corresponding member of
the Academies both of France and Prussia. A Doctorate
at Oxford came appropriately, though somewhat late.

What kind of reputation he had acquired throughout
Europe was best shown when he retired from the British
Museum. A volume of numismatic papers then published
in his honour contained contributions from almost all
the authorities on ancient numismatics. Of the thirty
contributors, ten wrote in German, five in French, one in
Italian, and one in Greek. It was an oecumenical offer-
ing, and the day on which Sir John Evans, in the
name of the subscribers, presented the first copy of the
book to him was a fitting consummation of his career.
The volume was well entitled Corolla Nimismatica.
Barclay Head was Keeper of the Department of Coins
and Medals from 1893; till 1906. He was also joint
editor of TJie Numismatic Chronicle from 1869 to 1910.

In England there is not much endowment of research;
but the British Museum serves, in fact, as a great in-
stitution for the purpose. The Museum never fostered
a better example of research than Head. In character
he was the typical student of the sort at his best: sweet-
tempered, of infinite patience, perfectly free alike from
self-assertion and from jealousy of his colleagues. He
was always ready to retract on Monday a view published
on Saturday, if good cause were shown. He always
weighed in even balance his own published opinions and
those of others; yet his .mind was so well poised and
cautious that he seldom had to retract. More than a
specialist he was not; probably he never published a
line on any subject but numismatics; yet so blameless
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